The Catholic Women’s League of Canada

Antigonish Diocesan Council

Here I am Lord, send me!

TO: Parish Council CWL Social Justice Chairs

FROM: Diocesan Social Justice Chair Denise Forgeron

DATE: April 26, 2025

SUBJECT:  The financial burden of funerals

MEMO: # 3 (2024-2026)

CC: Parish Council Presidents, Diocesan Officers, Life Members, Provincial Secretary (for

distribution to provincial counterpart)

Sisters in the League:

At diocesan workshops this year, discussions of what concerned our members and their families has led to this
sample of a Social Justice plan to ask questions (as a constituent or citizen only).

Attached is a drafted letter regarding one of the discussed issues: the financial burden of funerals.

The introduction provides the facts (with sources) of the situation followed by your suggested improvements,
and then requests a timely response (in the hopes of getting information of what has to be done to effect a
change).

You may copy the letter "as is" and include your handwritten paragraph, or you may use this as a guide to write
your personal letter. As a constituent, or a citizen of Canada, request their opinion and/or information on what
law has to be changed. Be sure to tell you look forward to their response and include your printed name and
address, and signature.

Letters to MP's require no postage if sent to the Ottawa Parliament. Record the date you sent the letter and
inform your executive. Your council executive records the issue topic, number of letters sent to each level of
government, and responses received in their Annual Report. Save the responses which may be used by
council(s) to begin a CWL resolution on the issue. You are part of the first step...gather the facts/information.

Thank you.



Minister of Finance

House of Commons

Parliament Buildings (Department of Finance Canada)
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6

Dear Minister of Finance,

Regarding: The high cost of living and the high cost of dying

I am a member of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada and as such I try to be aware of issues of Social
Justice, especially the dignity of humans and the concerns of our many seniors. All humans should be able to
die in dignity and be ‘buried’. We have become aware of a concerning trend. Outside a St John’s Health
Sciences Center (hospital), freezer units were used to store 28 dead bodies in March 2024. It is suggested that
families can't afford to bury their loved ones (Moore, Mike. March 6, 2024. CBC Newfoundland and Labrador).
In Ontario, a total of 1,183 bodies went unclaimed in 2023, compared to 438 in 2019 (Dubinski, Kate, March 8
2024, CBC News, London Ontario). In Nova Scotia, sixty members of our communities are unclaimed each
year (Kiteley, 2025).

An eligible family member/estate can receive a one-time payment through the Federal Canada Pension Plan
death benefit on behalf of a deceased CPP contributor. A 2019 amendment to the death benefit gives eligible
recipients a flat rate capped at $2,500. (This benefit was $3,580 before 1997 and had been indexed to inflation;
today that would amount to around $6000 (Kiteley, 2025).) The CRA, in Jan 2025, doubled the benefit but only
for single working people who die before retiring (Kiteley, 2025). Another issue is the CPP death benefit is
taxable and when it is placed into the account of a senior on fixed income, that often negates the senior
receiving senior grants due to being over a threshold; if on Social Assistance, amounts are also cut.

Can you provide information on what law needs to be changed and who makes the changes? Is the government
looking into this minimal amount to transport to a crematorium, the cost of cremation, and the purchase of a
modest vessel? Is the government considering eliminating the tax on the benefit? As brought forward by
Kiteley (2025), will the government consider not charging GST/HST on funeral services? Could an increase in
the Canada Pension Plan death benefit be the solution to help next of kin retrieve the bodies of their family?
Canadians with their dead remains in a freezer, does not seem like our Canada.

I look forward to hearing from you and receiving your response.

Name Printed:

Contact information:
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