
12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care (Isle Madame) 
 

On Thursday, May 4th, St. Joseph’s CWL, Petit De Grat, and Our Lady of Assumption CWL, 
Arichat came together at the Stella Maris Pastoral Center to host 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care; 
an initiative of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada. 

Our day started with the recitation of the rosary using the intentions suggested by National along 
with special prayers.  We finished off the hour with meditation while listening to a recording of the 
rosary.  This was repeated every hour from 8 :00 a.m. to 6 :00 p.m.  We had at least three members 
scheduled for each session and other parishoners joined us in pray throughout day. 

At 7 :00 p.m. we hosted a closing prayer service with special guests who shared their experiences 
on this sensitive end of life topic. 

Claire Doyle, Spiritual Development Co-Chair for Our Lady of Assumption CWL told us a bit of 
her journey with her sister’s end of life experience and how the palliative care team helped her family. 

Dr. Bob Martel, Palliative Care Physician and resident of Isle Madame, explained how, if the 
opportunity was available, at least 80% of  end of life patients would prefer to spend their final days at 
home surrounded by loved-ones.  He encouraged us to continue lobbying to make palliative care an 
essential service under the Canada Health Act. 

Nancy Cameron, Palliative Care Coordinator at Strait-Richmond Hospital, shared with us lessons 
learned from her mother’s final end of life journey.  She told us that we shouldn’t always assume what is 
best for the patient, but to allow the patient to express their feelings and be respecful of  their wishes. 

 Chairperson of the Richmond Palliative Care Society, Therese Boudreau, shared the goals  and 
accomplishments of the society, as well as challenges,  and  the many services they offer residents in the 
Strait Richmond area. She explained the « Daisy Days » campaign and some of the projects that are 
funded through this initiative. 

A silver collection was taken up and the money collected  was presented to the Palliative Care 
Society.  The Hospice Palliative Care petition which came from National was made available during the 
service and at weekend masses for people to sign. The petition will be forwared to the National 
Chairperson of Legistation and then forwarded to the House of Commons for presentation.  

The day finished with a light lunch where people had the opportunity to mingle and socialize. 
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